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KANE COUNTY TO UNVEIL FIRST ELECTRIC VEHICLE CHARGING STATION 
 

Kane County will officially unveil its first County-owned Electric Vehicle Charging Station on April 
23rd, 8:00 am, at the Kane County Courthouse on Third Street in Downtown Geneva. 
 
The event caps months of activity by a special county task force preparing the way for the eventual 
popularity of electric vehicles in the county. In 2011 Kane County was the first County in Illinois, and 
one of the first in the nation, to adopt an Electric Vehicle Infrastructure Ordinance, setting the stage 
for installation of charging stations and other related infrastructure. This year a dozen electric vehicle 
models have been introduced to the new-car market, and the U.S. Department of Energy estimates 
that by 2015 there would be 1.2 million electric vehicles on the roads in the US. 
 
The Kane County Board last month allocated funds from its federal Energy Efficiency and 
Conservation Block Grant to purchase the charging station. The station will be visible on the 
ChargePoint Network (http://chargepoint.net), the largest network of independently-owned charging 
stations in the world. The station is a Level 2 unit, meaning it is capable of fully charging an all-electric 
vehicle in about 8 hours. 
 
Kane County’s draft electric vehicle infrastructure (EVI) ordinance has been singled out in an Illinois 
Council report as a “national model”. The final report of the Electric Vehicle Advisory Council, sent to 
Gov. Pat Quinn and the Illinois General Assembly last December, said Kane’s recent ordinance, along 
with similar initiatives in the Bloomington-Normal area “serve as models for local EV initiatives 
throughout the nation.” 
 
The measure received the endorsement of the county’s Energy and Environmental Committee (EEC) 
and the Board, sitting as a Committee of the Whole on Jan 31. A working group of the EVI Task Force, 
formed last summer by the EEC, met several  times in recent months to complete the draft, which is 
patterned on laws in the Puget Sound region of Washington state and Auburn Hills, MI. 
 
Chaired by Kane County Board member Michael Donahue, the task force was formed last fall when it 
was concluded that some forward thinking on the issue would: 
 
 

 Help attract EV dealers and related businesses to Kane County. 

 Encourage EV purchases and charging station installations. 

 Boost the comfort level of county residents with adoption of an ordinance and help reduce 
the “range anxiety” that can afflict EV owners. 
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 Remove disincentives and obstacles resulting from the lack of consistent standards that could 
lead to local zoning code conflicts.  

 Serve as a consistent EVI framework for the region. 
 

“It is reasonable to expect that electric vehicles are coming to Kane County beginning this year,” said 
Donahue. “Kane County has the ingredients for a climate in which electric vehicles will be 
commonplace and it is important for the County Board to send the message that Kane County is 
electric vehicle-friendly,” he said. 
 
In addition to the county board’s Energy & Environment, Development, and Transportation 
Committees, along with their associated staffs, the task force drew input for the draft ordinance from 
citizen advocates, legislative attorneys, mayors and municipal planners, utility companies, electrical 
contractors, research and development, as well as EV vendors and dealers. 
 
The state report concluded that initiatives like Kane County’s “provide a strong foundation from 
which Illinois can pursue the full spectrum of opportunities that EVs offer: the consumer advantages 
of electricity as a relatively low‐cost “fuel” and EVs’ less frequent maintenance requirements, 
environmental benefits from reduced emissions, economic development and job creation from the 
growth of EV‐related technologies and services, decreased reliance on imported petroleum, and 
opportunities to integrate and leverage renewable energy resources and smart grid deployment.” 
   
Among the statewide objectives set by the Illinois EVAC is to “meet or exceed an ambitious goal of 
having 100,000 EVs on the state roads by 2015.” 
 

More information on these and other projects funded by the EECBG and PSEE programs is available at 
http://www.countyofkane.org/Pages/ARRA/eecbg.aspx. 
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